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or THE 
Inftitution, Progreſs, and Preſent State 


OF THE 


3COTTISH CORPORATION in LONDON. 


1 70 feed the Sunn cloath the bal. and v1 fit the 5 > a 

A the priſoner, are offices of charity, ſo agreeable to humanity, 

and ſo forcibly recommended by the Chriſtian religion, that 
even the profligate, under any of thoſe circumſtances, (altho' 
the fruit of their own folly and intemperance) are entitled to 
relief; ſurely the ſober and induſtrious, when labouring under 
_ unavoidable and undeſerved misfortunes or infirmities, have 

. double claim to our - pity : and lupport. 5 


Such are the N artificers, mechanics, _ labourers of 


the Scottiſh nation ; who, as ſoon as they are qualified for any 
: occupation, daily reſort hither 1 in great numbers to ſeek for em- 


5 3 ployment ;, 


(+4 


ployment ; by which, however, few of them riſe into compe- 


tence ſo as to become maſters or houſekeepers, or even capable 


of making any proviſion for a fit of ſickneſs or other caſualty, 


much leſs for old age or other irremediable infirmities. Thus 
neceſſarily continuing journeymen and inmates for life, although 
by their labour and induſtry, and early and prolific marriages, 


they contribute to the general ſtock, they are, for want of legal 


ſettlements here, conſidered as aliens, and excluded from the 
benefit of any parochial relief; whilſt, on the other hand, by 


outliving moſt, if not all, their relations and acquaintance, in a 


long courſe of abſence, they become in a manner ſtrangers to 
their native country; and ſo, beſides the difficulty of ſupport- 
ing the expence of a return, have but little encouragement to 


attempt it. 


Moved by theſe conſiderations, ſeveral eminent and charitable 
Scottiſh Gentlemen, Merchants, and Traders joined in a petition 
to King Charles the Second, for a Charter of Incorporation; 
which was granted them, by Letters Patent under the Great 

Scal of England, dated the zoth of June 1665, whereby they 


were authoriſed to erect an Hoſpital in the city or liberty of 


Weſtminſter, for the maintenance of old or decayed artificers 


of the Scottiſh nation, and for training up their children to 


manual occupations. And ſuch was the zeal of thoſe times, 
and ſo great the liberality of the new Corporation, as well as 


of ſeveral other worthy perſons, both Engliſh and Scots, to- 
wards promoting this humane Inſtitution, that in the year 


1673 they were enabled to ere& a Hall, with fix adjoining 
tenements, in Black Friars, then one of the ſuburbs of the city 


of London. ” 


But this ſituation, though ſelected for reaſons of utility and 
convenience, not being warranted by the faid Charter, and the 


number of eight Governors thereby limited being judged too 
ſmall for ſo extenſive an undertaking, the ſaid Governors ap- 

plied for, and obtained, from the ſaid King, a ſecond Charter 

of Incorporation, dated the fixteenth of Noyember 1676, with _ 


an addition of thirty-three Aſſiſtants, and liberty to fix their 


Hoſpital | 


. 7 
Hoſpital either in London or Weſtminſter; and to purchaſe 1 
and hold lands to the yearly value of five hundred pounds, by---- 131 
the name and ſtyle of, The Maſter, Governors, and Aſſiſtants of by 
the Scottiſh Hoſpital of the Foundation of King Charles the Second. 


From the tenor of theſe Charters it appears to have been the il 

original intention of the promoters of them, to lodge their _ 
Poor all together, in the manner of Work-houſes or Alms- 
| houſes; but experience having ſoon convinced them of the 

impropriety of ſeparating married perſons from their families, 
and of the many difficulties attending the reception of a number 
of men, women, and children, they wiſely adopted the plan of 
relieving the objects of their charity at their own habitations, 

whereby all the beneficial purpoſes of an hoſpital might be 
attained with leſs difficulty and expence, as well as with 
eomfort and convenience to the Poor themſelves. 


more 


And at the ſame time, by obliging ſuch as were deſirous to 
_ entitle themſelves to relief at any future time, to become ſub- 
ſcribing members, and contribute to the charitable fund, by a 
ſmall quarterage of four ſhillings (now fixteen ſhillings) per 
annum, they not only laid them under the neceflity of being 
ſober and induſtrious whilſt fit for labour, but enabling the 
Corporation to extend its charity to a larger number and variety 

of objects ; and (by the bleſſing of God upon their endeavours). | 

to reſtore many of them to their families and the Public. . by 


The funds of this Charity however being very ſmall, and 
with the addition of caſual benefactions and the trifling quar- _ l 
terage paid by the honorary as well as ſubſcribing Members, | 
by no means adequate to its wants, more eſpecially under the 

preſent exorbitant prices of all the neceſſaries of life, it has 
been thought adviſable to extend the plan of it, in imitation of 
other hoſpitals in and near the Metropolis, by making the 
number of its governors indefinite, and increasing their pay- = 1 
ments as well as the contributions of the ſubſcribing Mem- 3 


Th c 


(<6) 


The Maſter, Governors, and Aflitants accordingly applied 
for and obtained from his preſent Majeſty a freſh Charter of 
Incorporation, dated the 28th day of November 1775, by the 
name and ſtyle of The Scottiſb Hy Joital of the Foundation of King- 
Charles the Second: the government whereof 1s thereby di- 
rected to be by a Prefident, Six Vice-preſidents, a Treaſurer, 
and ſuch a number of Governors as by any future by-Jaw ſhall 
be preſcribed, the ſaid Governors being enjoined to aſſemble 
yearly on St. Andrew's day, or the day after, and upon the 

_ Firſt Wedneſday in January, and the Wedneſday: next after 
| Lady-day, Midſummer-day, and Chriſtmas-day ; ſuch Meet- 
ings to be called General Courts, and to have the ſole power of 
making or repealing by-laws, ſubje& to the confirmation of the 
next General Court, and allo to appoint Committees; and the 
ſaid Preſident, Vice-prefidents, and Treaſurer, (being natives 
of Scotland or of Scottiſh extraction) to be annually elected on 
St. Andrew's day, or the day een except: in caſes of 
vacancy by death or otherwile.. 5 


In the Year 1782, the Hall and adjoining Tenements, 
erected in Black Friars as above mentioned, having become 
extremely ruinous, and even dangerous to occupy, were from. 
motives of prudence, ſold to the City of London; and the 
money ariſing from the ſale thereof was immediately veſted in 
the purchaſe of certain Freehold Premiſes, at the North End 
of Crane-Court, Fleet-Street, well known by the name of 
the Apartments of the Royal Society; where there are ample 
Rooms, a Hall, and other Apartments, fit in en reſpect for 
all the purpoſes of this Inſtitution. | 


From this ſtate of facts it appears, that the government of 
this Charity 1s veſted in ſuch Noblemen and Gentlemen of the 
Scottiſh nation, or of Scottiſh extraction, as, moved by the 
diſtreſſes of their countrymen, are diſpoſed to contribute towards 
their relief; and that the Charity itſelf may not improperly be 
_ conſidered as an Hoſpital of  ut»paticats and Out- penſioners, | 

Weed 
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I. Of ſuch poor as either through age, or incurable diſorders 


not of their own procuring, are quite diſabled from earning 


any part of their ſubſiſtence, and who therefore receive 4 
weekly penſion. | 


II. Of ſuch, as by ſickneſs or otherwiſe, without their own 
defaults, are for a time rendered incapable of affiſting them- 


ſelves or families, and are therefore aided by a weekly allows 
ance until reſtored to health and ability. 


TE | 


III. Of ſuch, as being ſtill able and willing to earn a part of 
their livelihood are, by growing into years, or by large fami- 


lies or accidental loſſes, frequently compelled to Petition for 
occaſional relief. 


IV. And laſtly, of ſuch as are invited by their relations or 


friends in Scotland to return home, but are unable to defray 
the expence of ſo long a journey. 


To conclude therefore ; 3 as "the objects of thi Charity Js in 
every light merit the compaſſion and ſupport of all well- diſpoſed 
and public ſpirited perſons in general, as well Englith as Scots, 
ſo in particular do they challenge the more immediate regard 
of the opulent inhabitants of the cities of London and Weſt- 


minſter, in whole ſervice, or for whoſe benefit they have ſpent 
their ous: or r ſtrength, 


And, it is humbly hoped, that theo of thei 072 


country, pes ſons of Quality and Diſtinction, or to whom 


Providence has been bountiful, will copy the benevolence 


of their lu Nrious anceſiors, and ſet a laudable EXAM 
ple to others. 


* erder of 25 Court, January Iſt, 1783. 
JAMES DOBIE, Secretary. 
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Agreed on and eſtabliſhed, according to tc 
the Directions of the Charter, for be 
good Order and Government of the 


. cottiſh Hoſpital and Corporation of the 


Foundation of King 


cond, Anno 1665, and 1776. 


Re-incorporated by King G E 2 R G E che 1 hird, 
Anno I 77 5. 


.  Conterniig Governors. 8 


| rar every Governor ſhall pay towards the chartieble pur- 


oſes of this Corporation, either the ſum of Ten Guineas 
upon his admiſſion, as the qualification of a Governor for life, 


or an annual ſum of One Guinea, the firſt payment to be made 
at the time of ſuch admiſſion, and yearly thereafter on St. An- 


drew's day ; but every Annual Governor who ſhall be two 


years of his ſubſcription in arrear, and ſhall not, upon demand 


of the Treaſurer or Secretary, diſcharge the ſame, ſhall not longer 
be a Governor, or have a right to vote at any Court or Committee. 


IT. Concerning General and other Courts. 


| That beſides the Five General Courts required by the laſt 


; enter, it ſhall be in the power of the Preſident, any of the 
Vice- preſidents, the Treaſurer, or Two of the Governors, to 


order Eſpecial Courts at ſuch times as they ſhall judge neceſſary 
or expedient, giving due notice to the e that they 


may be ſummoned accordingly. 


That 


Charles the Se- 


1 * 8 2 
— wei Ci 


(2) 


| That at all General or Eſpecial Courts, the Preſident, or the 
Senior Vice-prelident, or in the abſence of all the Vice-preſi- | 
dents, the Treaſurer, or in his abſence, any one of the Gover- 
nors preſent, elected by plurality of voices at ſuch meeting, 
_thall take the chair and preſide. 


That at all ſuch Courts the preſiding Officer ſhall regulate 


the debates, put queſtions, and declare the majority ; but upon 
demand of any Two or more Governors, the queſtion propoſed 


| — be decided by a ballot. 


The General Court alone ſhall d power to fix or alter "7 | 
ſalaries or wages of the Officers and Servants of the e 


tion. 5 


Ov Con ommittees.. 


The 1 n appointed on St. Andrews day, or 


the day next following, ſhall conſiſt of the Preſident, the fix 
Vice-preſidents, the Treaſurer, and the twenty ſenior Gover- 
nors of the Corporation, who ſhall be a ſtanding Committee 
for diſpatching the buſineſs thereof. That any other Governor 
| who ſhall attend have a voice in their deliberations, five of 
them ſhall be a quorum, and ſhall have the ſuperintendance of 
all the inferior Officers and Servants of the Corporation, with 
Power to ſuſpend any of them until the next General or Eſpe- 
_ cial Court, to whom they ſhall from time to time make re- 


Ports of their opinion and proceedings. 15 


The ſaid Committte ſhall aſſemble at the times appotuted by ” 


any of the General Courts, with liberty to adjourn themſelves 
from time to time, and ſhall be ſummoned to all ſuch meetings, 


and ſupplied with coffee, tea, and two of the Daily Papers at the 
expence of the Corporation; and the faid Preſident, Vice- 
preſidents, and Treaſurer, ſhall be liable to a fine or penalty of 


Two Shillings and Six-pence each, and the ſaid twenty Senior 
Governors to a fine of One Shilling and Six-pence each, for 


|  non-attendance at every meeting of the ſaid Committee 1 
. vac 
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which they ſhall have been duly ſummoned, the ſaid fines or 


penalties to be applied towards defraying the expence of the 
Anniverſary Mecting on St. Andrew's day, agrecable to the 
cuſtom of the POE AO may the former Charters. 


IV. Concerning the Anniverſary Fac. 


The Anniverſary Feaſt of the Corporation ſhall be held on 


St. Andrew's day, or the day next following, and the expence 


thereof, over and above what is received for fines, (as in the 
preceding Article) defrayed by the Preſident, the Vice-preſidents, 


Treaſurer, and Governors of the Corporation; and that four of 


the Governors, according to ſeniority and in rotation, ſerve the 
office of Stewards at the dinner on St. Andrew's day, and give 


all ey orders and directions as to condiidting the ſame. 


V. Concerning the Tr Treaſurer. 


He ſhall give ſach ſecurity as by a General or Pipeciat Court 
or Committee ſhall be thought adequate to the truſt repoſed in 


him. He ſhall receive all the rents and profits of the Corpo- 


ration eſtates, and the dividends and intereſts of the public 
ſtocks and other benefits; and alſo all ſubſcriptions, benefactions, 
legacies, and donations to the Charity; likewiſe all forfeitures 
and penalties which by virtue of any order or by-laws ſhall be 
incurred by any members; and he ſhall iſſue out and pay all 
ſuch ſums as ſhall be ordered by any Court or Committee. He 
mall keep fair and regular accounts of all his receipts, payments, 
and diſburſements in books to be provided for that purpoſe at 
the expence of the Corporation, and in ſuch method and form 
as the Annual Committee ſhall direct. His accounts ſhall. _. 


yearly be audited and paſſed in the months of December or 


January by the Annual Committee, who thall be eſpecially ſum 
moned for that purpoſe; aud the aid account, 2s alſo a gen- 
_ eral ſtate of the Corporation funds and circumſtances, {hall 


be reported to the next General Court, for Meir, review and 
confirmation. | 


„ b. S 
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VI. Concerning the Secretary. 


He ſhall attend at all General and Eſpecial Courts and Com- 
mittees, and, being a Governor, ſhall be a Member thereof, 


and have a vote therein. G 


He ſhall take minutes of the cating of all ſuch Courts 


and Committees, and make a fair entry thereof, with copious 
indexes, in books to be provided for that purpoſe at the expence 
of the Corporation, and ſhall ſign the ſame when read to, and | 


confirmed at a eee Court or Committee. 


le ſhall receive all Letters directed to the Corporation, or any 
Court or Committee thereof, and lay the ſame before them re- 
ſpectively ; and alſo ä ſuch letters as "Oy ſhall direct | 
him to write. 


He ſhall have the ie Elta of the Con "RY, which ſhall 5 
be kept i in a box with two locks, the Treaſurer to have in his 
Care the key of one of them, and the Secretary that of the other. 


He ſhall keep an Annual Hiſtorical Regiſter of the tranſ- 


actions of the Corporation, beginning every year at St. An- 1 
drew s day, and ending that day twelve months. 


This Regiſter ſhall contain the names of all perſons who re- 
ceive Charity, digeſted under proper heads ; the annual number 
of the preſent Governors, with the account of their donations 
or yearly ſubſcriptions, in ſeparate columns; the money in 
hand on St. Andrew's day; and what has been paid or expended 
during the current year in officers, ſervants, e rates. 
and tradeſmens bills of all ſorts. 


Ile ſhall, as much as poſſible, 3 to make himſelf 


acquainted with the nature and circumſtances of the ſeveral Z 
e WhO apply for Charity. 


IIe ſhall keep and preſerve all books, papers and * in 


an office, or committee-room, at the Hall; and ſhall take 
charge of all the furniture, goods, pictures, fixtures, moveables, 
and other effects and property belonging to the Corporation, 


"IJ 
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in the hall, rooms, and other apartments ; a Schedule or In- 


i ventory whereof ſhall be lodged in the hands of the Treaſurer. 


He ſhall keep a Caſh-account of the Corporation, and draw 
out exact liſts of the Members, with the ſums contributed by 
each, and the arrears due on the day a] each St. An- 


drew's day. 


| He ſhall have Apartments i in the hall or houſe of the Cor- 
poration for himſelf and family to live in, in conſideration of 


his attention and diligence in all theſe ſervices, and that he may 


be ready to receive all applications, meſſages, letters, or other 


matters; to anſwer all enquiries properly made; to receive 
_ donations and ſubſcriptions if tendered to him, and to pay the 
ſame (when the ſum thereof amounts to Ten Guineas) to the 


Neuner. 


Al Rates, Aſſeſſments or Taxes, properly laid or charged on 
the Secretary, during his reſidence in the ſaid Apartments, mall 


not be at the * of the Corporation. 


VII. 25 oncerning Suljeribing Members. 


No perſon mall be admiſſible as a Subſcribing Member, who : 


is upwards of thirty years of age. He muſt be a native of Scot- 


land or Scottiſh extraction, and of good repute, and follow ſome 
trade or occupation within the Cities or Liberties of London and 


Weſtminſter, or the Bills of Mortality; and be recommended 


by two of the Governors in writing, with an account of his 


profeſſion and place of abode, and be approved of by a Court or 


Committee; who, nevertheleſs and notwithſtanding the aforeſaid 
general rule, ſhall have power, and, circumſtances concurring in 
their judgment to make it eligible, may admit members not ex- 
ceeding forty years of age, on paying an additional depoſit, 
proportionable to their age in the opinion of the Court or 
Committee. 


Every perſon ſo approved of and admitted a gud riding Mem- 
ber, mall, at the time of his ae pay Half a Guinea to 


the 


( +03 


the General Fund, and One Shilling to the Beadle ; and ſhall. 
alſo pay to the faid Fund, the yearly ſum of Sixteen Shillings, by 
quarterly payments, the firſt payment to commence from the 
quarter-day next after his admiſſion.— N. B. Attendance will 
be given at the Hall of the Corporation in Crane- court, Fleet- 
ſtreet, on the firſt Wedneſday after every quarter-day, from 
Six to Eight in the evening, when it is expected that every | 
| Subſcribing Member will call to | pay his . or ſend ; 
1 0 perſon with it. 


But if he ſhall ſuffer the ſaid payments to be a whole year in | 
arrear, and ſhall not within One Month after demand thereof FE 
| pay and diſcharge the ſame, then, and in ſuch caſe, he ſhall 1 


forfeit and pay to the General Fund Five Shillings, over and 
| above the ſaid arrear; and in caſe of refuſal or neglect to pay 
the ſame within the time above limited, he ſhall be ſtruck out 
| £2 of the liſt of Subſcribing Members, and never be reſtored there- 
ö 5 . become intitled to any relief from the Corporation, unleſs. 
$ ſome General or Eſpecial Court ſhall, upon conſideration of the 
particular circumſtances of the caſe, think proper to re- admit 
him as a Subſcribing Member. | 


Every Subſcribin; g Member (having been 10 for One Vear, and | 


l | who has regularly made his payments), who by ſickneſs or in- 

1 flirmity ſhall be rendered incapable of ſupporting himſelf and 
=. family, having no property or means of ſubſiſtance, and is not 
1 in any circumſtances himſelf to bear the expence of advice and 
| | medicines, ſhall, during the time of ſuch incapacity, receive 
1 Ten Shillings weekly, or ſuch ſupport as their particular caſe- 


requires, in the opinion of the Committee ; and if his ſituation 

requires a nurſe, the Committee ſhall have power to give ſuch 
further allowance as may appear proper... not e in the 
whole Fifteen Shillings weekly. 


And if any Subſcribing Member having been + for Ten. 
Years, and regularly made his payments, ſhall be defirous of 
returning to Scotland for the remainder of his life, upon a proper 
encouragement from his relations and friends, and ſhall upon 
his. petition to ſome Court or Committee obtain leave ſo to do, 


then and in ſuch caſe he ſhall be paid Two Guineas out of the 
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general Fund towards the Expences of his journey, and Six 
Guineas more upon his arrival at the place of his deſtination ; 
but he ſhall from henceforth for ever be excluded from any 


farther relief or benefit of or from the Corporation, 


No perſon ſhall receive any benefit from the Funds of the 


Corporation that hath any diſtemper wherewith he hath been af- 
: flicted from his infancy, or contracted by a looſe and wicked life. 


If any Member having been ſo, and regularly made his pay 


ments for Five Years, ſhall by Divine Providence, through age 


or accidents, become blind or lame, ſo that he is rendered in- 


capable of following: his employment, he ſhall receive Five 
ig weekly during life. ; 


And in caſe any Subſcribing Member TOY in E 
(who ſhall have continued upon the lift, and paid his ſubſcrip- 
tion for Five Vears next preceding) ſhall depart this life, leav- 
ing a widow or children; then, in ſuch caſe, the Corporation 
will pay Eight Guineas to his ſaid widow, or diſpoſe of the 
ſame for the benefit of his ſaid children, if under the age of 
eighteen years, and not otherwiſe; and the Corporation will, 
over and above, allow Two Guineas for funeral charges. Fo 


That Eight of the Subſcribing Members be annually appoint- 5 
ed to viſit the Sick in their ſeveral diſtricts once a-week, and 
make a report to any Quarterly or other Court or Committee, 
of their ſituation in Hoe of health and circumſtances, 


VII. Concerning foe Receiver and Beadle. 


He ſhall conſtantly reſide in an Apartment at the Hall, When 


not employed abroad upon the bulineſs of the Corporation. 


He ſhall receive all Letters and Meſſages and deliver the 
ſame to the Secretary. | | 


He ſhall ſerve all Summonſes iſſued out to the Preſident, 


Vice-preſidents, Treaſurer and Governors, or Subſcribing 
Members, and: execute all Orders of «ny Court or Committee, 
| | O 
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or of the Preſident, or of any 5 the Vice-preſidents, or of the 
Treaſurer or Secretary. 


He ſhall give ſuch Security as the Corporation. ſhall require, 
for the Truſt repoſed in —_” 


He ſhall collect the Annual Subſcriptions of Governors, and 
the Payments of Subſcribing Members as the ſame becomes 
due, paying all he collects over and above the ſum of Five Gui- 
neas, into the Treaſurer's N and giving an account thereof 

in 1 writing to the Secretary. 


Ile ſhall attend all Nada and Committees i in a Gown and 
Staff of Office; and at every Meeting he ſhall lay his Book of 
| Monies carved, paid to the Treaſurer, or in 2 his hands, before 
the Governors then preſent. 5 


He ſhall, when required ſo to 3 he 3 and affiſting i in 


viſiting ſuch of the Subſcribing Members as are confined by 


Sickneſs or Infirmity, or other juſt cauſe, and pay them their 
reſpective allowances, which he ſhall receive from and be ac- 
_ countable for to the Treaſurer. A 


f He hall attend and wait upon all Courts and Committees, . 
and from time to time report to them a true State of the Health 
and Condition of ſuch TEE: Members as he ſhall have 
been directed to viſit. 


For all which Services he ſhall be allowed at the end of each 
year, by way of payment, One Shilling in the Pound on all 
Monies ſo received; but not on any Legacies, or particular 
Donations; and mall have and enjoy a ſmall apartment, free 
of Rent and Taxes, except ſuch Rates as may be e on 
him perſonally. 


And if he ſhall i in any 2-8 5 Orders or aloe his 


Day, it ſhall be in the power of the Treaſurer or Secretary to 
ſuſpend him till the next Meeting of the Committee: but if 
he ſhall at any time be diſcovered to have with-held part of 
the allowances due to any of the confined Members, or to have 
made a falſe report of their ſtate and fituation, he ſhall be for 
ever diſmiſſed trom the ſervice of the Corporation. 


3 iſt, 1783. JAMES DOBLE, Secretary. 
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81 JAMES COCKBURN, Baronet. 
WILLIAM INNES, Eſquire. 
DUNCAN CAMPBELL,  Tfqure. 
Sir THOMAS DUNDAS, Baronet. 


ein ROBERT HERRIES, Knight. | 
WILLIAM BERRY FERGUSON, Eſquire. 


TREASURER. 


ROBERT STEELE, Eſluire. | 
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8 ABEL, Eſq. 


Robert Alburn, Eſq. 


* Alexander Anderſon, Es. 
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Philip Barton, Efq. 
Thomas Bell, Eſq. 


Hunter Blair, Efq. M. p. 
Alexander Brander, Eſq. 


Magnus Braſh, E1q. 
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John Clark, Efq. 
Mr. John Clark, 
Sir jfames Cockburn, Bt. M.P & V. P. 
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Mr. Thomas Cairns, 
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N. B. Thoſe Gentlemen whoſe Names are marked with “, have ſerved 
the Othce of Treaſurer, which is annual, and by Election. 


JAMES DOBIE, Secretary. 
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